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Welcome to St. Margaret’s
Today we join together in our worship, which is recorded in St
Margaret’s, West Hoathly.

Opening Procession Hymn
One more step along the world I go,
one more step along the world I go;
from the old things to the new
keep me travelling along with you
And it's from the old
I travel to the new;
keep me travelling along with you.
Round the corners of the world I turn,
more and more about the world I learn.
All the new things that I see
you'll be looking at along with me
As I travel through the bad and good,
keep me traveling the way I should.
Where I see no way to go
you'll be telling me the way, I know
Give me courage when the world is rough,
keep me loving though the world is tough.
Leap and sing in all I do,
keep me travelling along with you
You are older than the world can be,
you are younger than the life in me.
Ever old and ever new,
keep me traveling along with you
(Sydney Carter (b.1915))

Opening Words
All
All

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Lord be with you
And also with you.

Prayer of Confession
As children of God’s family,
we come together to ask our Father for forgiveness.
In the silence we give our broken hearts to God.

All

All

All

We have been selfish,
and failed to share our love;
Lord, be merciful:
forgive us our sin.
We have been been afraid
and failed to share the good news of Jesus;
Lord, be merciful:
forgive us our sin.
We have been stubborn
and didn’t trust you;
Lord, be merciful:
forgive us our sin.

Words of Forgiveness
Almighty God have mercy upon you,
forgive you your sins,
and bring you to everlasting life.
All
Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis Deo
We sing together the ancient hymn of praise, which means ‘Glory to God in the
highest’, the words that the angels sang to the shepherds in the Christmas story:
Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo,
Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo.
Lord God, heavenly King,
Peace you bring to us;
We worship you, we give you thanks,
We sing our song of praise.
Jesus, Saviour of all,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away our sins, O Lord,
Have mercy on us all.
At the Father's right hand,
Lord, receive our prayer,
For you alone are the Holy One,
And you alone are Lord.
Glory, Father and Son,
Glory, Holy Spirit,
To you we raise our hands up high,
We glorify your name.

Collect
Let us pray.
There is a short moment of silence to help us focus on God.
Lord God,
your Son left the riches of heaven
and became poor for our sake:
when we prosper save us from pride,
when we are needy save us from despair,
that we may trust in you alone;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen.

We hear the Word of God
First Reading
A reading from the Book of Genesis (15.1-6)
The Lord spoke his word to Abram in a vision. God said, “Abram, don’t be
afraid. I will defend you. And I will give you a great reward.”
But Abram said, “Lord God, what can you give me? I have no son. So my
slave Eliezer from Damascus will get everything I own after I die.” Abram
said, “Look, you have given me no son. So a slave born in my house will
inherit everything I have.”
Then the Lord spoke his word to Abram. He said, “That slave will not be
the one to inherit what you have.You will have a son of your own. And
your son will inherit what you have.”
Then God led Abram outside. God said, “Look at the sky. There are so many
stars you cannot count them. And your descendants will be too many to
count.”
Abram believed the Lord. And the Lord accepted Abram’s faith, and that
faith made him right with God.
This is the Word of the Lord.
All
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn
You’re the Word of God the Father,
from before the world began;
every star and every planet
has been fashioned by Your hand.
All creation holds together
by the power of Your voice:
Let the skies declare Your glory,
let the land and seas rejoice!
You’re the Author of creation,
You’re the Lord of every man;
And Your cry of love rings out
Across the lands.
Yet You left the gaze of angels,
came to seek and save the lost,
and exchanged the joy of heaven
for the anguish of a cross.
With a prayer You fed the hungry,
with a word You stilled the sea.
Yet how silently You suffered
that the guilty may go free.
With a shout You rose victorious,
Wresting victory from the grave,
and ascended into heaven
leading captives in Your wake.
Now You stand before the Father
interceding for Your own.
from each tribe and tongue and nation
You are leading sinners home.
(Stuart Townsend & Keith Getty,Tune: Across the lands)

The Gospel Story

All
All
All

Alleluia, alleluia.
My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord.
No one comes to the Father except through me.
Alleluia.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said, ‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure
to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses
for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where
no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.
‘Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting
for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may
open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those
slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will
fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve
them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds
them so, blessed are those slaves.
‘But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief
was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into.You also must
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.’
(Luke 12.32-40)
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

As it unfolds, notice what goes on in your spirit.

Creed

All

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist?
We believe and trust in him.

All

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again?
We believe and trust in him.

All

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
We believe and trust in him.

All

This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayers of the People
...in the palm of God’s hands

At the end
Merciful Father,
All
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Peace
Blessed are the peacemakers:
they shall be called children of God.
We meet in the name of Christ and share his peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All
And also with you.
We offer a sign of peace to your brothers and sisters in Christ.

Offertory Hymn
The Lord's my Shepherd I'll not want
He makes me lie in pastures green
He leads me by the still still waters
His goodness restores my soul.
And I will trust in You alone
And I will trust in You alone
For Your endless mercy follows me
Your goodness will lead me home.
He guides my ways in righteousness
And He anoints my head with oil
And my cup it overflows with joy
I feast on His pure delights.
And though I walk the darkest path I will not fear the evil one
For You are with me, and Your rod and staff
Are the comfort I need to know.
(Words/music by Stuart Townend)

The Meal of Holy Eucharist

Eucharist means “thanksgiving.” In this meal we give thanks for all that God has
done for us, and we offer ourselves back to God.
The Lord be with you
All
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts
All
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All
It is right to give thanks and praise.

All

Lord of all life,
you created the universe,
where all living things reflect your glory.
You give us this great and beautiful earth,
to discover and to cherish.
And now we give you thanks
because you are the source of light and life;
you made us in your image
and called us to new life in him.
You made us all, each wonderfully different,
to join with the angels and sing your praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We thank you, loving Father,
because, when we turned away,
you sent Jesus, your Son.
He gave his life for us on the cross
and shows us the way to live.
Send your Holy Spirit
that these gifts of bread and wine
may be for us Christ’s body and his blood.

All

On the night before he died,
when darkness had fallen,
Jesus took bread.
He gave thanks, broke it,
and shared it with his disciples, saying:
‘This is my body, given for you.
Do this to remember me.’
After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine,
gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying:
‘This is my blood, poured out for you and for many,
for the forgiveness of sins.’
So Father, with this bread and this cup
we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life.
As you feed us with these gifts,
send your Holy Spirit,
and change us more and more
to be like Jesus our Saviour.
Help us, Father, to love one another,
as we look forward to that day
when suffering is ended,
and all creation is gathered in your loving arms.
And now with the Blessed Virgin Mary,
St Thomas, St Margaret and all your saints
we give you glory,
through Jesus Christ,
in the strength of the Spirit,
today and for ever.
Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with boldness the words that Jesus taught us to pray.
All
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The bread is broken, and the bread and wine are held up as gifts for the world.

All

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many,
we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
The table of bread and wine is now ready.
It is the table of company with Jesus.
So, come to this table, you who have much faith
and you who would like to have more.
You who have been to this meal often
and you who have not been for a long time.
You who have tried to follow Jesus
and you who want to.……come.
It is Jesus who invites you to meet him here.

In this time of dispersion, you are invited to make a Spiritual Communion, using
this or a similar prayer:

A prayer for communion in separation
Lord Jesus Christ, life-giver and good physician, here you meet me in our
need. In a world marred by corruption and marked by death, draw me into
true life. By your selfless sacrifice, help me to live for others and not myself.
May I, who cannot now receive you sacramentally, embrace you more fully
in my heart, mind and soul. Help me unite myself to you in spirit, so that I
may be drawn closer to those from whom I am isolated in body. Through
sharing your life given up in death for us all, may we grow together in love
into a richer and more profound communion of life.

Communion Music
is provided by the Music Group

Prayer after Communion

After a short time of silence, we pray together:
Strengthen for service, Lord,
the hands that have taken holy things;
may the ears which have heard your word
be deaf to clamour and dispute;
may the tongues which have sung your praise be free from deceit;
may the eyes which have seen the tokens of your love
shine with the light of hope;
and may the bodies which have been fed with your body
be refreshed with the fullness of your life;
glory to you for ever.
All Amen.

Notices

The Blessing

We stand together and listen to these words of blessing.
The Lord be with you.
All
And also with you.

All

The peace of God,
which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty,
✠ the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen

All

Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Final Hymn
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not,
as thou hast been thou for ever wilt be.
Great is thy faithfulness!
Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!
Summer and winter, and spring-time and harvest,
sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.
Chorus
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
Chorus
(Thomas O Chisholm (1866-1960))
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