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Christ the King
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Welcome to our service which is streamed from St Margaret’s, West Hoathly, as we join
together to worship God.

The Gathering
Hymn:
Let all the world in every corner sing,
my God and King!
The heav’ns are not too high,
his praise may thither fly:
the earth is not too low,
his praises there may grow.
Let all the world in every corner sing,
my God and King!
Let all the world in every corner sing,
my God and King!
The church with psalms must shout,
no door can keep them out;
but above all the heart
must bear the longest part.
Let all the world in every corner sing,
my God and King!
Text: George Herbert (1593-1633), Music : Basil Harwood (1859-1949)
Tune: Luckington

Prayer of Confession

All

All

Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’
So let us turn away from sin and turn to Christ,
confessing our sins in penitence and faith.
cf Matthew 4.17
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.
Amen.
Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis Deo
Glory be to God in heaven
Songs of joy and peace we bring,
thankful hearts and voices raising,
to creation’s Lord we sing:
Lord, we thank you; Lord, we bless you,
Glory be to God our king.
Lamb of God who on your shoulders,
bore the load of this world’s sin.
Only Son of God the Father,
You have brought us peace within.
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy.
Now your glorious reign begin.
You, O Son of God, are holy,
You we praise with one accord.
None in heav’n or earth is like you,
Only you are Christ the Lord,
With the Father, and the Spirit,
Ever worshipped and adored.

(Tune: Cwm Rhondda)

The Collect

Let us pray.

All

Eternal Father,
whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven
that he might rule over all things as Lord and King:
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit and in the bond of peace,
and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
Revelation 1.4b-8
John to the seven churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come,
and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ,
the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the
earth.
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to
be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who
pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to
be. Amen.
‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord God, who is and who was and
who is to come, the Almighty.
This is the Word of the Lord.
All
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 93
The Lord our God rules over all,
none can escape this reign.
All nations, peoples, pow’rs on earth
shall bow before God’s name.
With majesty our Lord is clothed,
all things are in God’s care.
There is no pow’r nor earthly force
that can with God compare.

Flood, earthquake, pestilence, and war
still threaten life on earth.
Yet those whose confidence is God
are given strength and worth.
Our God almighty dwells on high,
this care is daily proved.
From Adam to the final day,
God’s world shall not be moved.

All hope is sure for those who live
life centred in God’s word.
No earthly leader, pow’r, or might
can keep us more assured.
The Lord our God rules over all,
and promises the same,
life, blessing, hope, and confidence,
to all who trust God’s name.
(Fred R. Anderson, Tune: Kingsfold)

The Gospel
Alleluia, alleluia.
Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heaven.
All
Alleluia.
Luke 19.38
The Lord be with you.
All
And also with you.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
All
Glory to you, O Lord.
Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him,
‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you ask this on your own,
or did others tell you about me?’ Pilate replied, ‘I am not a Jew, am I? Your own
nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you
done?’ Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom
were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being
handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.’ Pilate asked
him, ‘So you are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a king. For this I
was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone
who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.’
(John 18.33-37)
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

The Creed
All

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

The Prayers of Intercession

All

All

All

All

All

Let us pray to the Lord, King of all things on earth and in heaven.
Grant that the Church always rejoice in you, her heavenly King. Make
all your people true priests to serve for your greater glory, to inherit a
Kingdom that is not of this world.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Bless those who rule the nations and all who have authority over others.
Make them know that true kingship is yours alone. Grant them wisdom
in governing, so that justice and peace may everywhere prevail.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Give us grace to witness for the truth to all those among whom we live
and work. Protect in your love our families and friends and deliver them
from evil.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Have mercy on all who have fallen into the power of cruel and unjust
authority. Give them courage and patience in their suffering, and
guidance to answer when they are falsely accused.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
May the saving power of Christ, the first-begotten from the dead, bring
the faithful departed to eternal life, those who have died recently,
including Ann Potter, and those whose year’s mind falls this week,
including Janet Styles and Pamela Willie. Grant them the vision of glory
which no mortal eye can fully see.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Obedient to Christ, our heavenly King, we pray in his name.
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Peace
To crown all things there must be love,
to bind all together and complete the whole.
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts.

All

The peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you.

cf Colossians 3.14-15

Offertory Hymn
King of glory, King of peace, I will love thee;
and, that love may never cease, I will move thee.
Thou hast granted my request, thou hast heard me;
thou didst note my working breast, thou hast spared me.
Wherefore with my utmost art I will sing thee,
and the cream of all my heart I will bring thee.
Though my sins against me cried, thou didst clear me;
and alone, when they replied, thou didst hear me.
Seven whole days, not one in seven, I will praise thee;
in my heart, though not in heaven, I can raise thee.
Small it is in this poor sort to enrol thee;
e’en eternity’s too short to extol thee.
Text: George Herbert (1593-1633), Music: John David Jones (1827-1870)
Tune: Gwalchmai

Prayers at the Preparation of the Table

All

All

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:
through your goodness we have this bread to set before you,
which earth has given and human hands have made.
It will become for us the bread of life.
Blessed be God for ever.
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:
through your goodness we have this wine to set before you,
fruit of the vine and work of human hands.
It will become for us the cup of salvation.
Blessed be God for ever.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
All
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts
All
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
For with the oil of gladness
you have anointed Christ the Lord, your only Son,
to be our great high priest and king of all creation.
As priest, he offered himself once for all upon the altar of the cross
and redeemed the human race by this perfect sacrifice of peace.
As king he claims dominion over all your creatures,
that he may bring before your infinite majesty
a kingdom of truth and life,
a kingdom of holiness and grace,
a kingdom of justice, love and peace.
And so with angels and archangels
and all the heavenly host,
we proclaim your glory
and join their unending hymn of praise:
All
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We sit or kneel as the prayer continues:
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

All

All

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.
Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
St Margaret and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
All

All
All

All

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
Jesus is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

In this time of dispersion, you are invited to make a Spiritual Communion, using this or a
similar prayer:

A prayer for communion in separation
Lord Jesus Christ, life-giver and good physician, here you meet me in our need.
In a world marred by corruption and marked by death, draw me into true life.
By your selfless sacrifice, help me to live for others and not myself. May I, who
cannot now receive you sacramentally, embrace you more fully in my heart,
mind and soul. Help me unite myself to you in spirit, so that I may be drawn
closer to those from whom I am isolated in body. Through sharing your life
given up in death for us all, may we grow together in love into a richer and
more profound communion of life.

Communion Music

During distribution the music group will play.

Prayer after Communion

After a short time of silence, we pray together:
Stir up, O Lord,
the wills of your faithful people;
that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works,
may by you be plenteously rewarded;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen.
Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory.
Amen.

Notices

The Dismissal
All

All
All

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Christ our King make you faithful and strong to do his will,
that you may reign with him in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty,
✠ the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Closing Hymn
To God be the glory, great things he has done;
so loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,
and opened the lifegate that all may go in.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,
and give him the glory; great things he has done.
O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood!
to every believer the promise of God;
the vilest offender who truly believes,
that moment from Jesus a pardon receives.
Great things he has taught us, great things he has done,
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
but purer and higher and greater will be
our wonder, our rapture, when Jesus we see.
Text: Frances Jane van Alstyne (1820-1915),
Music: William Howard Doane (1832-1916)
Material from Common Worship (copyright © The Archbishops’ Council)
Hymns are covered by the Christian Copyright Licensing have been streamed
under CCL Licence No. 1095411.
_____________________________________________________________

